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Introduction
The KnowFife Dataset provides access to a broad range of key social,
economic and health and wellbeing indicators for partners and the
public in Fife. It has been developed as a common information tool for
Fife Partnership.
It brings together information on needs and outcomes together with
activity and expenditure from a range of local systems and national
datasets. It is intended to be used by both partners and the public, to
share information from different agencies in Fife, and ensure that
differential access to information is kept to a minimum.
You can use the Dataset to generate profiles, thematic maps, charts
and tables for a range of indicators for your chosen area(s).
Local sources include:
 Fife Public Health Dataset
 Fife Council Systems
 NHS Fife systems
 Data from Fife’s Colleges through the Scottish Funding Council
 Data from Fife Constabulary and Fife Fire and Rescue Service
 Data from Scottish Enterprise Fife
National sources include
 2001 Census
 Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics
 General Register Office Scotland
 NOMIS (Office of National Statistics)
The KnowFife Dataset began life as the Fife Public Health Dataset
before being integrated with the Fife Social Justice Analysis System.
Developed on behalf of Fife Partnership with funding from the Scottish
Government, the system is maintained by a network of data providers
across partner agencies in Fife.
It can be accessed through http://knowfife.fife.gov.uk

System Information
The system works with Internet Explorer, Chrome, Firefox and Safari.
There may be some compatibility issues across browsers – check system
settings or contact the KnowFife team – see Contacts.
Some areas of the system require Flash Technology. This can be
downloaded for free from:
http://www.adobe.com/shockwave/download/download.cgi?P1_Prod_Version=ShockwaveFl
ash
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Area Types
Fife can be divided into many types of geographic areas. The system
currently has 27 geographical areas.
Geography Type

Number of areas
within boundary

Core Geographies
Datazone (2001)
Interzone (2001)
2007 Wards
Area Committee
NHS CHP (Community Health Partnership)
SIMD12 Quintiles
Fife
Comparison
Supplementary Geographies
Fife Areas
High School Catchment (non-denominational)
High School Catchment (denominational)
Primary School Catchment (nondenominational)
Primary School Catchment (denominational)
Community Council
Scottish Parliament Constituencies
Westminster Constituencies
Housing Market Areas
Local Housing Areas
Urban-Rural Classification
Strategic Development Plan Areas
SIMD09 Quintiles
LMG Areas(Local Management Groups)
Archived/Special Request Geographies
Equally Well Test Site
Wards (pre- 2007)
Locality (pre-2007)
ROA Eligible

453
103
23
7
3
5
1
2
3
17
2
129
15
105
5
4
4
10
3
2
5
6
1 (15 datazones)
78
23
56

The area type you choose will depend on whether you want to look
generally at a broad area or focus more specifically on a smaller area.
The basic building blocks for the system are datazones (neighbourhood
units of between 700 and 1000 people developed for Scottish
Neighbourhood Statistics). Datazones enable data to be aggregated
up to a range of frequently used area types, such as Community
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Councils or Wards, to meet user needs for information for a particular
area.
Interzones (intermediate datazones) are groupings of 4 or 5 datazones
and represent more natural ‘neighbourhoods’. They are a good way
of looking at the larger settlements within Fife, particularly Dunfermline,
Glenrothes, and Kirkcaldy.
Although every effort is being made to include information at
datazone level, please note that data may not be available for all
area types. Potentially disclosive or sensitive health data for example
may be limited to ‘higher’ geographies such as Area Committee, CHP
or Fife only. For some thematic reports - for example, Community
Planning Outcomes - data is only available at Fife level.
A paper comprehensively outlining the various geographies in the
system can be accessed here – ‘Understanding Fife’s Geographiesgeographical areas in the KnowFife Dataset’.

Data Themes
All the data in the system, or Dataset, is organised according to twelve
main themes:













Population
Census
Economy
Education and Skills
Health and Wellbeing
Environment
Community Safety
Housing and Community
Deprivation
Services
Equality
Community Plan Outcomes

There are a number of subthemes which help to organise data within
each of the main themes. For example under Health and Wellbeing,
there are the sub-themes Cancer, Child Health, Deaths, Emergency
Care, and more.
This is the basic format in which the data is organised. For some
indicators, such as Total Population, they may appear in more than
one sub-theme.
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How to use the KnowFife Dataset
Homepage
From the homepage users have a number of options (Figure 1). Basic
information or important news will be displayed in the main, central
window.
The menu on the left hand side offers access to the main data tools
where data can be accessed, including: Quick Profiles, Area Profiles,
Thematic Maps, Data Picker and Resources.
The Quick Links at the bottom provides quick topic specific access to
the Quick profiles Section.
The Postcode Profiles search at the top right allows users to type in a
postcode and access and General Profile for a selection of
geographies relevant to that postcode.
The bottom right also displays the latest news and updates such as new
data or information added to the system.
Figure 1. KnowFife Dataset Homepage
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Accessing the Data
There are several ways in which the data in the system can be
accessed as noted above. These are outlined in the following.
Profiles
There are three ways in which the KnowFife Dataset can generate
simple but comprehensive profiles:




Quick Profile
Area Profiles
Profile by Postcode

The profiles give an overview of what is happening in a selected area,
along with comparison with Fife and Scotland. Profiles group together
several data indicators, which are related to specific themes. These
profiles also provide an excellent starting point to highlight what data is
available in KnowFife dataset.
Profiles show information through:


Text which gives some context and understanding of how to
interpret the information;



Tables which present data for the selected area(s) and for the
comparison areas (where available); and



Charts which graphically present the information, such as time
trends.

Profiles give a summary with more detailed information and indicators
available through related profiles or Data Picker.
When new or latest data is uploaded to the KnowFife Dataset, the
profiles update themselves automatically with the figures.
There are currently a limited number of Profiles available but the list will
grow as more data accumulates, and requests are made for particular
indicators to be grouped together.
Appendix 1 shows the list of profiles available in the KnowFife Dataset.
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Quick Profile
Quick profiles allow you to view data for a particular theme and topic
for a single particular area. This is the quickest and easiest way to view
a selection of data or a specific geography in Fife.
For example, you can view the Education profile noted above for the
Cowdenbeath Ward. You can then select a different Ward or choose
an entirely different geography and area within that, such as
Cowdenbeath Area Committee.
As well as giving you the data for the area you are looking at, the
profiles will also provide the Fife and Scotland comparison figure where
possible.
The following outlines how to access a Quick Profile.
Select ‘Quick Profile’ from the menu on the left (Figure 2).
Figure 2. Quick Profile

You will see a list of the main data themes. Click on thethem you are
interested in and an expandable list will appear. This then show the
various profiles that area available to vie (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. List of themes and profiles available. Example- Education profiles

After choosing the profile you want to view, you will be presented with
the screen where you can choose the geography type and area you
want to view it at. (Figure 4). Use the ‘geo-type’ dropdown menu to
select your geography type and then the ‘Available areas’ menu to
pick the specific area you want to look at (Figure 5).
Figure 4. Geography and area selection menus
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Figure 5. list of geographies to view profile

After selecting your geography and area, the profile will
begin to load. You may see the ‘refreshing report’
symbol. Once loaded you will see the full profile (Figure
6).
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Figure5. Quick Profile – example Education: Pupil Attainment and Outcomes
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Key Tip:
When viewing a profile, you will see two important symbols in the top right
hand corner (Figure 6). One is the ‘Export to PDF’ and the other is ‘Link to this
Profile’. These provide you the means to share the profile you are viewing.
Figure5. Quick Profile – example Education: Pupil Attainment and Outcomes

-

‘Export to PDF’ allows you to save a copy or print the profile.
‘Link to this Profile’ allows you to create a link that will take you
straight back into the profile you have created for the geography
and area you have chosen. (Copying the address bar will only take
you back to the page shown in figure 4.)

Both of these allow you to share the profile with others or provide quick
access back to the same geography and areas. These buttons also
appear in the Area Profile noted below. A similar button appears in the
Data picker tool as well, again noted below.
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Profiles by Theme Navigation (Quick Links)
Through the ‘Quick Links’ button on the KnowFife Dataset home page,
users can now go directly to Theme pages (Figure 1). It offers the same
access as the Quick Profiles above but you can quickly navigate to the
theme of interest.
Figure 6. Quick Link on the Homepage

Simply click on a theme name and you will be shown a list of available
profiles (Figure 7), similar to the Quick Profiles. Once you click on a
profile you will then be taken to a screen with a drop down menu
where you can select the geography type you are interested in and
the area within this you want to view the profile
You can also click on the tabs to either show relevant Data Views
(interactive maps), or lists of Resources. These are explained in more
detail below.
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Figure 7. List of Profiles under the Education and Skills theme.

After this you are then follow the same procedures as shown from
figure 4 above.
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Area Profiles
The Area Profile tool is very familiar to Quick Profiles, but it allows you to
view more than one area within a geography type at one time. It is
recommended that you only compare a small number of areas, as too
many will make some of the graphs and charts become unclear.
The following outlines how to access a Quick Profile.
Select ‘Area Profile’ from the menu on the left (Figure 2).
Figure 8. Area Profile

You will then see the following screen where you can choose to access
the profile by choosing an Area or Data. As you are looking to
compare areas, ‘Choose Area’ is the usual method.
Figure 9. Creating an Area Profile
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The following screen allows you to choose the geography type and the
areas within this that you want to view the data (Figure 10). Firstly,
choose the geography type you are interested in, e.g. 2007 Wards.
You can then use the interactive map, or the list of area names, to pick
the areas you are interested in. E.g. Cowdenbeath, Leven, Kennoway
& Largo and St Andrews Wards (Figure 10). Click ‘Next’ (bottom right)
once you have chosen your areas

Key Tip:
To select more than one area from the list or map hold down the
Control (Ctrl) button on your keyboard and click on the area or
names to select them.

Key Tip:
To zoom in on a particular area of the map, Hold down the
Shift (
) key and draw box on the map. This will zoom you into
that specific area and is lees fiddly than the zoom buttons.

Figure 10. Selecting your Geography type and areas

This ability to select more than one area also means that you can start
to create your own geographies; this is particularly useful if you need to
look a t an area that does not exist an ‘official’ geography in the
system. E.g. you can select a number of datazones to look at a specific
part of a town.
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You will then be presented with the same list of Data Themes and
profiles available from the dropdown menu as seen in the Quick Profiles
(Figure 11). Click next once you have chosen your profile.
Figure 11. Area Profile- Themes and profiles

You then have the option to include or exclude either or both of the
comparison geographies- Fife and Scotland. Click which one you
would like to include or use the ‘select all’ or ‘select none’ buttons.
Click the ‘Profile’ button to generate the report.
Figure 12. Choose to include comparison geographies.
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The profile you create will look the same as the Quick Profile but with
more than one area in the table, charts or graphs (Figure 12). On
addition feature of the data tables, is that it include the figure for the
combined areas you have selected. E.g. it provides the total
population for the 3 Wards selected in figure 12.
Figure 12. Area Profile report.

Selected areas total
population added
together
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Profile by Postcode
This function allows you to input a Fife postcode which will then link you
to a profile for the areas associated with it. Although there is no
postcode level data available in KnowFife Dataset, they are all linked
to associated geographies in the system. You can input a Fife
postcode in the search box on the homepage (Figure 13).
Figure 13. Profile by Postcode search.

If you insert a postcode, e.g. KY2 5EN, you will be given a list of areas
within certain geography types associated with that code. KY2 5EN is a
Kirkcaldy postcode and you are shown the Interzone, CHP, Westminster
Constituency, Ward and Area Committee it sits within (Figure 14).
Figure 14. Area associated with the postcode
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Clicking any of the link will open a General Profile for that area which
hold a range of data from across the data themes in the system,
providing a broad overview(Figure 15).
Figure 15. General profile
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Thematic Maps
Thematic Maps enable a collection of data to be viewed through
interactive Maps, Tables and Charts.
Thematic Maps are set up to give a picture for an indicator across the
whole of Fife. The area type that you choose will determine whether
you are looking at larger or smaller areas.
Thematic Maps can be used to help you:







Understand how an area you are interested in has changed for a
particular indicator over time
Understand how an area you are interested in compares to other
areas for a particular indicator
Understand where to target resources to meet area-specific
challenges
Understand whether and how area-specific policy initiatives are
having an impact
Determine, administer and manage resources
Conduct research, provide information and educate stakeholders

Select ‘Thematic Maps’ from the menu on the homepage (Figure 16)
Figure 16. Thematic Maps
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Similar to the Profiles, you will see a list of the data themes. There are far
fewer thematic maps available but clicking on a theme will show you
what there is (Figure 17).
Figure 17. Thematic Maps by theme.

Click the map you want to view and you will be shown what
geographies it is available at (Figure 18).
You can view the data in different ways:
Single Map – allows you to view a thematic map based on a
single indicator.
Double Map – allows you to view two different indicators at the
same time through a thematic map, and look at the relationship
between indicators (not available for all area types).
Table View – presents the information in an accessible format
Table View – presents the information in an accessible format
Area Profile – allows you to view a group of related indicators at
a glance, and compare up to two areas at a time (Please note
that this type of thematic map is currently in development).
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Figure 18. Thematic Map by geography.

Single Map
The thematic map is made up of several different components which
are interactive, including the data/indicator list, map, legend,
comparison table and time series animation (Figure 19).
Figure 19. Thematic map – single map.
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Use the Data Explorer box to choose the indicator you want to plot
onto the map. These are listed in the standard themes and sub-topics.
Once you select and indicator, the Data Explorer box will be replaced
by a Data Description and Data table, showing the associated value
for each of the areas in the geography you selected (Figure 19).
You can also use the buttons along the top to plot the data onto a Bar
Chart and Line Graph to view a time series.
Press the ‘Data’ button to return to the list if indicators.
Figure 19. Thematic map – selected indicator plotted on map.
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Figure 20. Thematic map – selected indicator plotted on bar chart.

You can order the data table by pressing the Name or Indicator
headings.
If you hold your mouse over an area, or click it, either in the table, map
or chart, it will then be highlighted in the related table, map or charts.
If you select one of the data bands in the legend, it will also highlight
this group on the map and data table.
Below shows the data in these various forms.
The map shows Fife broken down into the selected area type with
different colours symbolising different ranges on the indicator (Figure
21).
The bar chart plots the data into these same ranges and allows you to
quickly compare various areas among each area for that indicator
(Figure 22).

Key Tip:
You can select more than one are to be highlighted on the map,
list or chart by holding the Control (Ctrl) button on your keyboard
and clicking on the area or names to select them.
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Figure 21. Thematic map – selected indicator plotted a map.

Figure 22. Thematic map – selected indicator plotted on bar chart.
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To choose another theme you have to go back to the thematic map
selection screen.
Double Map
You can also choose to view indicators through a Double Map.
This allows you to create and view thematic maps at the same time for
two different indicators.

You can use the Data button next to each map, to change the data
being displayed.
Instead of a time-series chart, the Double Map includes a scatterplot
which shows whether there is a correlation between two indicators.
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The example above shows a positive correlation between income and
employment deprivation, with areas with higher levels of income
deprivation also having higher levels of employment deprivation, and
vice-versa.
Note: Correlation shows the strength of the linear relationship between
two variables, not the extent to which one variable causes the
outcome of the other.

Data Picker
You can ‘Data Picker’ the data that you would like to see in your own
tables, charts and thematic maps. Tables can be created from
choosing a number of different indicators, from more than one theme,
and across time periods. You can also export the data out of the
system for further analysis.
Data Picker can be used to help you:




Automatically generate tables, charts and maps
Get specific numbers demonstrating how an area you are
interested in has changed for a selection of indicators over time
Get specific numbers demonstrating how an area you are
interested in compares to other areas for a selection of indicators

Click on Data Picker from the left hand navigation to start creating
your own selection.

Step1 prompts you to choose the Geo-type. Please note the Geo-type
you choose will determine the data that you can see through Data
Picker. Then click next to go to the next step
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You might want to use Search to see the appropriate Geo-type to use
for the indicator in which you are interested.
Step 2 prompts you to choose specific areas within your selected Geotype. You can select your areas from a map as in Area Profiles (see
page 12).
In using Data Picker you are encouraged to select a number of areas
to enable you to make comparisons across areas.
Depending on the area type you might select all areas i.e. all Wards, or
only a selection of areas i.e. all interzones in the Kirkcaldy area.
If you wish to select several areas you should hold down the Ctrl button
and click on the chosen areas to select the others. The chosen areas
will be highlighted.
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In Step 3 you will be prompted to select the theme. The page then
refreshes and shows the indicators for that theme in the Select
Indicators box.

Click on an indicator to select it. You can choose more than one
indicator at a time by holding the Ctrl button on the keyboard and
clicking the desired indicators in the list. The chosen indicators will be
highlighted.
You can use the buttons below to add or remove selected indicators
from your selection:
>>
>
<
<<

Add all
Add selected
Remove selected
Remove all

You can view and select indicators from across different themes by
changing your selection within Select Theme.
You can change the order that indicators appear in your list through

Once you are happy with the current selection of indicators click
Next
You will then be prompted about whether you want to show Fife and
Scotland data as comparison.
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This will produce the table for the chosen areas and indicators.

Key Tip:
Use the back button at the bottom of the screen to return to any
of the previous pages such as choosing indicators. The back
button on your internet browser will rest your selections.
Once you have created the table you can perform a number of other
functions.
Print the report
CSV- Export the data to a CSV file which can then be saved as an
Excel file for use outwith the system. This will look neater than
exporting as an Excel file below.
Excel - Export the data to MS-Excel file.
Email- Creates a unique link that will take you straight back the
table you have created. You can send this to someone to enable
them to see the group of indicators you have already selected.
Chart- Create a chart based on one or more columns of data in
the table. Click on the radio button below the indicator name in
the table then click on Chart. Charts can be customised by
changing the title, selecting the values for the axis and the type of
31

chart. Charts work best with a smaller number of areas, above 23
areas the area names do not display well on the chart axis.

Report- View the information in the table through a custom
thematic map, through one of the available map templates.

32

Resources
To help you get more information about the data presented in the
Knowfife dataset, resources are now available in the system. These
can be accessed through the Resources tab on the left hand
navigation, or from relevant theme pages.
In particular are a number of KnowFife User guides, and information
relating to the Dataset. All resources are again listed under the
respective data themes.

These provide links to related publications, analysis and useful links.
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Search
The Search tool allows you to explore the datasets that are available
through the system. Please note that the Search does not present the
data itself but lists the data that can be accessed using the other tools
such as Profiles, Data Views (Thematic Maps), Indicators (Data Picker),
GeoTypes (Geographies) and Resources (Links to publications and
other websites).

It also allows you to view related metadata. Metadata tells you more
about the data you are interested in, where it has come from, and the
time periods or area types at which data is available, including the
profiles that an indicator can be found in.
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User Sign In
Users have full access to the data and tools within KnowFife Dataset
without having to register or log in to the system. There is the option to
sign up and log in from the homepage.
R registering as a user of the system has some
benefits:
1) You can save shortcuts to your own regularly
used or favourite profiles and thematic maps
2) You can create and save your own custom
geographies to use again and access quickly
and:
3) It will ensure that your email is added to the
KnowFife Dataset distribution list to receive
updates and the monthly bulletin.
When you are signed in to the system, you will see an option to add to
favourites when viewing any content. Click on this to save a shortcut
to this content.

Any favourites that you have saved will show in an additional tab on
the interactive menu
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Help
Guidance is available to guide you through the site.

Contacts
If you have any queries about the data, the website or accessing
information, please contact us know.fife@fife.gov.uk.
Or to leave feedback or suggestions for improvement of the KnowFife
Dataset please use the Feedback button at the bottom of the screen
or contact
Further information about Research and Knowledge in Fife is available
through www.fifedirect.org.uk/knowfife
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Glossary of Terms
Activity data

Data relating to the provision of a service.

Aggregated data

Data which is built up from a lower level geography to a
higher level geography, e.g. datazone to interzone.

Apportionment of
data

Where the boundary of a higher level geography cuts
across a lower level geography, apportionment provides a
means of allocating data to an area as a proportion of the
lower level geography, e.g. datazone to 2007 ward.

Area profiles

Enables users to produce profiles for one or more areas.

Community Health
Partnership (CHP)

NHS Fife is organised locally in to three CHP areas:
Dunfermline and West Fife, Kirkcaldy and Levenmouth,
Glenrothes and North East Fife.

Comparison

Comparison areas are Fife and Scotland. Use Comparison
to find Fife or Scotland data in Data Picker.

Data Views

Enables users to view Interactive maps, tables and charts.

Datasets

Sets of information, usually in numerical form, which are
presented in such a way that they can be readily analysed,
compared and conclusions drawn from the data.

Datazone

Base level geography for Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics
based on areas of 700-1000 population. This is the lowest
level at which data is held in the KnowFife Dataset.

Evidence base

Current

research

information

available

based

on

a

systematic analysis of a service or any other intervention
and its use, in order to produce the best outcome, result or
effect.

Expenditure data

Data relating to what has been spent on delivering a
service to a particular area and/or client group.

GeoType

Geographic areas available in the system

Indicators

Variables

that

indicate

progress

towards

particular

objectives.

Interzone

Intermediate level geography for Scottish Neighbourhood
Statistics based on groupings of four or five datazones,
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approximately 2,500 – 4,000 population. This is a good way
of looking at neighbourhoods within Fife’s larger towns.

KnowFife Dataset

System that provides one stop access to a range of local
and national data about Fife.

Local
Management Unit
(LMU)

Geographic area that is the basis for the joint delivery of

Milestones

The stable, long-term measures of change over the life of

services for older people and children between Fife Council
and NHS Fife. The 6 LMU areas fit with the 3 CHP areas.
Fife’s Community Plan.

Needs

Data which identifies a particular need in an area, e.g. %
single pensioners, % employment deprived.

Outcomes

The effect or impact of what an organisation, project or
initiative has done on a community or individual: changes
in behaviour, benefits and learning that come about as a
result of the outputs. Outcomes are sometimes separated
into short-term and long-term (impact) outcomes.

Outputs

This refers to what an organisation, project or initiative does:
the services delivered, or a unit or measure of service
produced.

Data Picker

Enables users to create their own tables, maps and charts.

Profile by
postcode

Enables users to create a general profile through postcode

Quick Profiles

Enables users to create a themed profile through an

search.
interactive search menu.

Rates

Rates enable you to make comparisons across different
areas by taking into account the characteristics of the
area, ie, population or households.

A rate is a number

expressed as a proportion of the population or households,
either as a percentage (%), or a rate per 10,000 population
or 10,000 households.

Resources

Links to related content including publications and other
websites

Scottish
Neighbourhood

Scottish

Neighbourhood

Government's

on-going
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Statistics
programme

is

the

Scottish

to

improve

the

Statistics

availability, consistency and accessibility of small area
statistics in Scotland.

Search

Enables users to see whether data is in the KnowFife
Dataset. A data dictionary, rather than a route in to the
data.

2007 ward

There are 23 multi-member wards in Fife following elections
in May 2007.
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APPPENDIX 1
The following profiles are currently available in the system
Theme
Population

Profile
2001 Census
General Profile
Population
Population Projection

Census

2001 Census
Population
2011 Census
A stronger, more flexible and diverse
economy
Labour Market update
General Health
Scottish Health Survey 2008-11

Economy

Health and
Wellbeing

Education and
Skills

Environment

Community
Safety
Housing and
Community

2001 Census
Education: Attainment & Outcome
A well educated and skilled Fife
Children’s Services
Early Years Evidence
Education, Skills and Training
Environment
State of Environment (SEA)
Sustaining and improving our
environment
Community Safety
Fire
Making Fife’s Communities Safer
2001 Census
Fire
General Profile
Housing
Residents

Deprivation

Poverty and Deprivation
Child Poverty
Community Plan A stronger, more flexible & diverse
Outcomes
economy
A well educated and skilled Fife
Early Years Evidence
Improving Health and Wellbeing in Fife
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Geography
All area types
All area types
All area types
Local
Committee
All area type
All area type
All area types
Fife
Fife
All area types
SIMD12
CHP
Fife
All area types
All area types
Fife
All area types
Fife
All area types
All area types
Fife
Fife
All area types
All area types
Fife
All area types
All area types
All area types
All area types
Local
Committees
All area types
All area types
Fife
Fife
Fife
Fife

Equality
Services

Making Fife’s Communities Safer
Sustaining and improving our
Environment
Single Outcome Agreement
Equality
Children’s Services
Population Projections
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Fife
Fife
Fife
All area types
All area types
Local
Committee
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