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Overview
Within the KnowFife Dataset, there are currently 27 different geographies to choose from. When
exploring, extracting and using data, it is important to have an understanding of the different
geographies available, the way they may alter how data is understood and how or when they
may be used. The majority of geographies within the Dataset are boundaries which are replicated
across Scotland, e.g. datazones or Wards, while some are specific to Fife and not available from
any national data sources, e.g. Area Committee or School Catchment areas. There are also
comparison geographies of Fife and Scotland.
This paper provides a comprehensive outline of the various geographies that are available within
the KnowFife Dataset and how and when they are likely to be used.
When using data it is important to ensure that you are selecting it at the most appropriate
geography for the purpose you or your audience need the data.
This paper lays out each of the geographies in a simple format, along with definitions and a short
summary of when it may be useful to use. To accompany this, there are also maps which show the
boundaries or examples of each geography in the KnowFife Dataset.
Of the 27 geographies in the KnowFife Dataset, some are more frequently used than others. For
this reason they have been divided into three categories:
-

Core geographies;

-

Supplementary geographies and;

-

Archived/Special Request geographies.

This is replicated in the KnowFife Dataset at any of the points where you are selecting the
geographical level and areas you want to explore the data at. The top of the list will begin with
the Core geographies, smallest to largest in size, followed by the Supplementary and Archived
geographies.
The maps within this paper simply provide an overview of the boundaries for each geography
within Fife. If you would like to see more detail on the location of the boundaries, you can view
them on the KnowFife Dataset while making your selection through the Data Picker or Area
Profiles – these include background maps. See here for an example of the Fife’s 2007 Wards on a
map view.

If you have any queries or comments regarding this paper or the KnowFife Dataset, full contact
details are provided at the end of this paper.
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Core Geographies
These are the key geographical boundaries within the KnowFife Dataset. They include the
smallest geographical areas –datazone – which form the building blocks of the KnowFife
Dataset, as well as key boundaries relating to service provision and policy making – e.g.
Area Committee. These represent the most frequently used and requested geographies.
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Datazone (2011) and Interzone (2011)
**new geography and boundaries coming soon**
The Scottish Government has been consulting on the redrawing of the datazone boundaries within Scotland. The need to redraw
Scotland’s datazones is due to the change of the population since the 2001 datazones were introduced. Many datazones, which are
designed to have populations between 500-1000, have far exceeded this over time. Similarly, some boundaries have seen reductions in
their population. Subsequently, some datazones will be split, while others will be merged. The 2011 Census provides the information
needed to be able to redraw these boundaries.
The Scottish Government has announced the new datazone boundaries in November 2014. The number of datazones in Fife has
increase from the current 453 (see below) to 494.
Furthermore, this also has changed the number of interzones, which are groupings of datazones (see below). However, this impact in
Fife is minimal.
The KnowFife Dataset will continue to use the 2001 datazones and interzones until the new 2011 boundaries have been added to
the system in due course. Users will be notified of this and this paper will be updated accordingly.
For more detail on Fife and responses from across Scotland to the consultation process, please see the Scottish Government’s web
pages on the Datazone redrawing here.
For the Fife response, please see this ‘Quick Brief’ here.
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Geography Type & Definition

Why and when to use

Map

Datazone (2001-2011)
453 datazones

Datazones are nationally agreed
small area boundaries, which are the
basic building block level of
geography available in KnowFife
which were created by combining
2001 Census output areas.

Datazones are useful when
wanting to examine very small
geographical areas.

Individual or multiple
datazones can be used to
explore the characteristics of
small geographical areas,
particularly where large
They are made up of
numbers of people live in a
neighbourhood units of between 500 small area. Datazones can be
and 1,000 people, and were
used to identify very specific
developed for Scottish
differences within larger
Neighbourhood Statistics.
areas, such as Fife’s towns.
Where possible, the datazones fit
within other existing geographical
boundaries. The data from
datazones is then aggregated for
using in large geographical areas
such as Community Councils, Wards
and ultimately Fife.

NOTE: Care must be taken
when using datazones, as
some indicator values can be
very small, potentially
showing overstated changes
over time.
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-

Why and when to use

Map

Building up from Datazones

Datazones can be used to build up specific area of your choice. Some geographies may cover too large an area or include parts of the area
you want to exclude. Similarly, datazones may cover too small an area, giving you small numbers that don’t offer enough information or are
potentially disclosive. However, using the KnowFife Dataset you build up an area of your choice by combining datazones. This will let you look at
an area as whole but also the smaller areas that make it up.
For example: The Equally Well Test Site (see below for more details of this geography) relates to the Templehall area of Kirkcaldy. In KnowFife
Dataset, it has been created by using a number of datazones which build up to the test site area being used for this project.

15 datazones in the Templehall
area are selected and create the
Equally Well Test Site geography,
shown in blue.
This can be replicated to build any
geography of interest and look at
the data within the KnowFife
Dataset.
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Why and when to use

Map

Interzone (2001)
103 Interzones

These are the intermediate
geography for the Scottish
Neighbourhood Statistics built from
datazones and can also be
aggregated to form larger
geographies.
Interzones have been created by
aggregating the datazones noted
above. This can help to provide
larger numbers, better for showing
changes over time.

Interzones are particularly
useful for looking at
neighbourhoods within larger
towns. Or, where datazone
numbers are too small, can
provide a larger population
to examine.
They are useful to bring
together larger areas with
similar characteristics such as
areas surrounding large
towns, or to break up larger
towns into obvious
areas/neighbourhoods.
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Why and when to use

Map

2007 Wards
23 Wards (2007)

2007 Wards are built as a best
fit from datazones and
therefore represent a larger
direct geographical area.
Each ward is represented by
one elected councillor and so
this geography is useful to
compare local situations and
There are 23 Multi-Member Wards in
circumstances according to
Fife that have been in existence
local governance.
since the local government elections
in May 2007.
They also provide a relatively
simple division of Fife as a
Local Authority.
Police Scotland and Scottish
Fire and Rescue Service use
Ward areas to distinguish
service provision across Fife.
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Why and when to use

Map

Area Committees
7 Area Committees

Fife’s 7 Area Committees are
responsible for the devolved
decision-making and community
planning. The areas have been
developed from groupings of the 23
multi-member wards from 2007 (see
below).

These are one of the main
geographies used by Fife
Council and is particularly
useful when looking at data in
relation to service provision.
They cover a larger area than
the Ward level.
The 7 committees are: City of
Dunfermline, Cowdenbeath,
Glenrothes, Kirkcaldy,
Levenmouth, North East Fife
and South West Fife.
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Why and when to use

Map

NHS CHP Areas (Community Health Partnership)
3 NHS CHPs
CHPs were established to
support local joint working on
health improvement.

The NHS Community Health
Partnership (CHP) Areas were
formed as part of the The NHS
Reform (Scotland) Act 2004. The 3
CHPs represent the operational
divisions of NHS Fife were created
across Scotland to nest within the 32
Local Authority areas.

This larger geography is ideal
when examining health data
and examining the variations
within the NHS board areaNHS Fife. This large size
provides larger data numbers
and so maintains the
confidentiality of sensitive
health data.

The CHPs have also been subdivided Only in Glasgow, Fife and the
Highlands Councils have
into Local Management Group Area
more
than one CHP been
which splits each CHP in two, taking
established, to take into
into account demographic
account
larger geographical
differences within the CHP areas (see
or demographic boundaries LMGs below).
In Fife’s case the CHPs are :
Dunfermline & West Fife;
Glenrothes & North East
Fife and;
Kirkcaldy and Levenmouth.
-
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Why and when to use
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SIMD12 Quintiles
5 Quintiles
The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation
(SIMD) identifies small areas of multiple
deprivation across the whole of
Scotland.
The SIMD 2012 combines 38 indicators
across 7 domains, namely: income,
employment, health, education, skills
and training, housing, geographic
access and crime. It’s an update of
SIMD09.
The SIMD assigns relative ranks to each
data zone in Scotland from most
deprived (rank 1) to least (rank 6,505).
The SIMD 12 quintiles are population
based quintiles. They are created by
ranking the 453 data zones in Fife from
most to least deprived and then dividing
them into five groups each of which
contains 20% of the Fife population (not
20% of the number of data zones).
The quintiles are presented as most
deprived (quintile 1), quintiles 2 to 4 and
least deprived (quintile 5). For example
the most deprived quintile contains 97
datazones with the lowest ranks in Fife
which have a total population of 73,355
corresponding to approximately 20% of
the Fife population in 2011.

This geography helps policy
and decision makers identify
the areas of Fife that suffer
from high levels of deprivation
and can direct support and
provision.
It can also be used to identify
the areas of most and least
deprived in order reduce
inequality in Fife.
The SIMD is due to receive an
update in 2015 and will use
the new 2011 datazones.
To see this map in full you can open the PDF available in the KnowFife
Dataset Resources section here:
SIMD 2012 Map Overall most deprived Fife
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Fife

Fife, which is one of Scotland’s 32
Local Authorities, represents the
largest Geography available in
KnowFife, other than any National
comparisons. The boundary of Fife is
defined by the Local Government
Boundary Commission for Scotland
and are defined in terms of the 2001
data zones (see above).

Fife can be viewed as a
distinct geography in the
KnowFife Dataset but is also
used a comparison
geography along with
Scotland.
This is the obvious geography
to show a broad picture of
Fife.
In some cases data is loaded
and available only at Fife
level – e.g. some survey and
health data which is loaded
directly at the Fife level.
“© OpenStreetMap contributors”
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Comparison
2 comparison areas

There are 2 geographies included in
the KnowFife Dataset which are
there to allow comparison of the
lower level geography, e.g. Area
Committee, with regional and
national figures.
For that reason, there are separate
Fife and Scotland level comparison
geographies.
These figures are loaded separately
and are not aggregated from
datazone like much of the other
data.

The Fife and Scotland
comparison can individually
or both be selected to
include in reports or custom
selections of data.
The comparisons are useful
when comparing local
indicators against wider
regional or national figures,
particularly in relation to Local
Plans, strategies or projects.

“© OpenStreetMap contributors”

These geographies are
particularly useful for putting
data in context beyond subFife or Fife level.

“© OpenStreetMap contributors”
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Supplementary Geographies
These are the geographies which complement the core geographies within the KnowFife
Dataset and may be used less frequently or by users with specific interest. These include
relatively specialist levels of geography – e.g. Housing Market Areas – as well as less
frequently requested geographies –e.g. Westminster Constituencies. These highlight the
flexibility and variety of geographical levels at which data can be examined within the
KnowFife Dataset.
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Fife Areas
3 Fife Areas

Some of Fife Council’s services
are still organised this way.
There are 3 Fife areas – North East,
Central and West. These broad
geographies reflect the previous area
committee structure and the former
District Councils.

Given the large geographical
area of Fife, this may be a
useful way to simply split Fife’s
land mass into relative
geographic populations.
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Why and when to use

Map

High School Catchment (non-denominational)
17 High School Catchment Areas

17 non-denominational High School
This is a useful geography to
catchment areas do not include
use when examining
Fife’s 2 denominational High Schools. educational data or to explore
This level of geography indicates the
a broad picture of the
catchment area for each of Fife’s
demographics for each
non-denominational secondary
school’s catchment.
schools.
Non-Denominational schools are
those which do not observe any one
particular religious belief.

NOTE: this geography does
not directly denote the
children who attend each
school.
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Why and when to use

Map

High School Catchment (Denominational)
2 High School (denominational)
Catchment Areas

Fife has 2 denominational High
This is a useful geography to
Schools plus the 17 nonuse when examining
denominational schools. This level of
geography indicates the catchment educational data or to explore
a broad picture of the
area for each of Fife’s
demographics for each
denominational secondary schools.
school’s catchment.
Denominational schools are those
which do observe one particular
religious belief.
There are 2 Roman Catholic High
Schools in Fife.

NOTE: this geography does
not directly denote the
children who attend each
school.
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Why and when to use

Map

Primary School Catchment (non-denominational)
143 Primary School Catchments Areas

This level of geography
indicates the catchment area
for each of Fife’s primary
schools.

This geography represents the
catchment area for each of Fife’s
non-denominational primary schools.
Non-Denominational schools are
those which do not strictly observe
any one particular religious belief.

This may be a particularly
useful geography when
examining education data
and relevant characteristics.
This geography is particularly
useful as some education
data, such as SQA attainment,
is not available at datazone
due to very small numbers.
NOTE: this geography does
not directly denote the
children who attend each
school.
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Why and when to use

Map

Primary School Catchment (Denominational)
14 Primary School (Denominational)
Catchment Areas

This geography represents the
catchment area for each of Fife’s
denominational primary schools.
Denominational schools are those
which do observe one particular
religious belief.
There are 14 Roman Catholic Primary
School catchments.

This level of geography
indicates the catchment area
for each of Fife’s primary
schools.
This may be a particularly
useful geography when
examining education data
and relevant characteristics.
NOTE: this geography does
not directly denote the
children who attend each
school.

19

Geography Type & Definition

Why and when to use
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Community Council
105 Community Councils

They provide a good way to
look at the naturally existing
Although not every area in Fife has
an established Community Council, communities. This is particularly
these have been defined relative to
useful when looking at rural
those that exist.
areas.
They are independent, statutory
public bodies organised and run by
volunteers. In essence their purpose is
to represent the local community.

They offer a means of
breaking down the
Westminster Constituencies
into smaller, local
geographies.
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Why and when to use

Map

Scottish Parliament Constituencies
5 Scottish Parliament Constituencies
geography is of particular use
when wanting to examine or
compare characteristics in
relation to the national
political areas in Fife.
The constituencies are
defined in terms of 2001 data
zones and statistics relating to
These form the national political
these areas are 'best-fit' as
boundaries which were changed in
data zones were not
May 2011 to bring them into
designed
to nest within
alignment with the multimember
Scottish
Parliamentary
wards. Each Constituency elects one
Constituency.
Member of the Scottish Parliament
(MSP)
The 5 constituencies are:
- Cowdenbeath
- Dunfermline
- Kirkcaldy;
- Mid Fife & Glenrothes
North East Fife
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Why and when to use

Map

Westminster Constituencies
4 Westminster Constituencies

Similar to the above Scottish
Constituencies except the
boundaries are determined by and
relate to Westminster definitions.

The 4 constituencies are
- North East Fife;
- Glenrothes;
-

Kirkcaldy & Cowdenbeath
and;
Dunfermline & West Fife
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Why and when to use
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Housing Market Areas
4 Housing Market Areas

Fife’s housing market areas are
broadly defined by the demand for
housing in that given area of Fife.

This geography is mainly used
for planning policy around
housing need and demand. It
is also therefore useful in
relation to Strategic
Development Plans (see
below) and Local Plans.

In effect the boundaries are selfThe four Housing Market areas
contained in that people moving
in Fife are:
house or settling in the area will have
- Cupar & North West Fife;
specifically been looking in that area
Dunfermline and West
alone and so the boundaries reflect
Fife;
this.
- Kirkcaldy, Glenrothes &
Central Fife and;
St Andrews & North East Fife
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Why and when to use
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Local Housing Areas
10 Local Housing Areas

The Local Housing Areas nest within
the Housing Market Areas discussed
above. By breaking them down into
smaller geographies, it allows for the
analysis of need, demand and
condition of housing within more
localised areas.

conjunction with the Local
Housing Strategy, this level of
geography is appropriate
when examining the needs
and issues within Fife’s ten
main local housing areas.
In particular it is used relation
to local Housing Need and
Demand Assessments, as well
as Local Housing Strategies. It
is reviewed every 5 years.
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Why and when to use
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Urban Rural Classification
3 Urban Rural Classifications

In Fife, urban areas are settlements of
10,000 to 125,000 people. Accessible
small towns have a population of
between 3,000 and 10,000 and are
within 30 minutes drive of a settlement
of 10,000 or more.
Accessible rural areas are
settlements of less than 3,000 people
and within 30 minutes drive of a
settlement of 10,000 or more. These
are the areas as defined by the 20072008 urban rural classification

This geography is useful if
wanting to examine
particular urban or rural
characteristics or to make a
comparison between urban
and rural localities.
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Why and when to use
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Strategic Development Plan Areas
2 Strategic Development Plan Areas

This geography is most likely to be used when looking at local plans that are likely to relate to, or be
influenced by, nearby city regions and cross over local authority boundaries.

For the Strategic Development Plan
Areas around the City Regions of
Edinburgh and Dundee, Fife can be
divided into two areas.
North Fife relates to the TAYplan area
including Dundee, Perth, Angus and
North Fife.
South Fife relates to the South East of
Scotland (SESplan) area, including
Edinburgh, South West Fife and South
East Scotland.
Note: for each area, North and
South, the data only relates to Fife
area covered in the plan.
The Strategic Development Plans
help to set out a vision and spatial
strategy for the area, filtering into
Local Plan parameters.

North Fife

South Fife

26

Geography Type & Definition

Why and when to use

Map

SIMD09 Quintiles
5 Quintiles
The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation
(SIMD) identifies small areas of multiple
deprivation across the whole of
Scotland.
The SIMD 2009 combines 38 indicators
across 7 domains, namely: income,
employment, health, education, skills
and training, housing, geographic
access and crime. It is an update of the
SIMD 2006.
The SIMD assigns relative ranks to each
data zone in Scotland from most
deprived (rank 1) to least (rank 6,505).
The SIMD 09 quintiles are population
based quintiles. They are created by
ranking the 453 data zones in Fife from
most to least deprived and then dividing
them into five groups each of which
contains 20% of the Fife population (not
20% of the number of data zones).
The quintiles are presented as most
deprived (quintile 1), quintiles 2 to 4 and
least deprived (quintile 5). For example
the most deprived quintile contains 96
data zones with the lowest ranks in Fife
which have a total population of 71,839
corresponding to approximately 20% of
the Fife population in 2011.

To see this map in full you can open the PDF available in the KnowFife

This geography helps policy
and decision makers identify
the areas of Fife that suffer
from high levels of deprivation
and can direct support and
provision.
It can also be used to identify
the areas of most and least
deprived in order reduce
inequality in Fife.

Dataset Resources section here: SIMD 2012 Map Fife Change from 2009

27

Geography Type & Definition

Why and when to use

Map

LMG Areas (Local Management Group)
6 LMG Areas
These Units split each of the
CHPs (see above) in two and
are there for the purpose of
joint delivery of services for
older people and children’s
services.

Local Management Groups (LMU)
are a units for joint delivery of
services between Fife Council and
NHS Fife.
These were previously known as
Local Management Units (LGU) with
the same boundaries.

This geography is therefore
useful for examining these
specific health related
characteristics and
demographics within Fife’s
CHP areas (see below). In
particular, it makes a
distinction between areas
within the CHP boundaries
e.g. Glenrothes and North
East Fife
The 6 units are: Dunfermline,
Glenrothes, Kirkcaldy,
Levenmouth, North East Fife
and West Fife.
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Archived/Special Request Geographies
These geographies are those which have either been superseded or refreshed by new
boundaries or definition or have become surplus to frequent requirement. Although these
may not openly available on the KnowFife Dataset, data at these geographies can still be
requested for special purposes.
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Equally Well Test Site
1 Equally Well Test Site - Fife,
Templehall. (built from 15 datazone)

Although it relates to
Templehall in Kirkcaldy, the
area is built up from 15
datazones within the
Templehall area (see
datazone example for more
detail).

In 2008 Fife, specifically Templehall in
Kirkcaldy, was selected as 1 of 8
areas in Scotland to be used as test
This geography would only be
site to try new approaches and
used if specifically looking at
designs for public services, with the
the impact the programme
aim of reducing health inequalities.
has had on reducing the
specific health inequalities.
Fife was selected as the site to
address anti-social behaviour in
Datazones covered:
relation to alcohol and underage
Blackcraigs & West Torbain;
drinking.
Capshard & Fair Isle North;
Chapel; Chapelhill & Torbain;
More information can be found at
Craigmount & Greenbanings;
the Scottish Government’s Equally
Dunearn; Fari Isle; Kiirkcaldy
Well Test Site’s web pages.
East; Kirkcaldy West;
Redcraigs; Templehall;
Templehall East; West; North
and North Eastern
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Ward (pre 2007)
78 Wards (pre 2007)

The 78 wards are still
frequently used because they
can be used for looking at
change over time. However,
all new data is presented at
the 2007 Ward level above.

Between 1999 and 2007 these were
the Wards that existed in Fife before
being reconfigured following the
The use of this geography
2007 elections. This geography has
would
be similar to that of the
been superseded by the 2007 Wards
current 2007 Ward geography
(see above)
but it may also perhaps be
used if you require to make
historical comparisons or
specifically want to look at
the pre 2007 boundaries.
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Locality (pre 2007)
23 Localities (pre 2007)

This geography was
Prior to the introduction of the multieffectively superseded by the
member wards in 2007, there were 23
new 2007 Ward boundaries
decentralised localities in Fife.
(see above).
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Map

ROA eligible
56 ROA eligible areas

This geography level is only for the 56
of the 453 datazones in Fife that were This geography is applicable
eligible for funding under the
is explicitly wanting to look at
Regeneration Outcome Agreement
the characteristics of Fife’s
(ROA).
designated ROA areas.
The ROAs were established as a
means to prioritise policy and
improvements in some of Scotland’s
and thus Fife’s most deprived areas.
These have been developed from
the Scottish Executives, National
Priorities and Fife’s Community Plan.

This geography has broadly
been replaced by the SIMD09
and SIMD12 quintile
geographies for examining
deprivation (see above)
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Contact Details and Information
This paper was produced by the KnowFife Dataset Co-Ordinator. Full contact details can be
found below.
Geographical boundaries are subject to change due to political, statistical or other reasons but
every effort has been made to ensure that the content within this paper is accurate at the time of
writing.
Thanks are given to all individuals who helped in compiling the definitions and details of the
geographies in this paper.
The KnowFife Dataset is a tool developed by the Fife Partnership to provide access to and the
opportunity to share knowledge on a number of key social, economic and health and wellbeing
indicators in Fife.
KnowFife Dataset Co-Ordinator
Chris Brown (NHS Fife & Fife Council)
e: chris.brown@fife.gov.uk
t: 01592 55 55 55 ext. 46 46 2
For general enquiries about the KnowFife Dataset please email:
know.fife@fife.gov.uk
KnowFife Dataset
https://knowfife.fife.gov.uk
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